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Notice

The attached document contains classified National Security Council
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by
law.

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document.

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein.
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e e s e - THE WHITE HOUSE ... 90421
WASHINGTON
_SECRET .- Executive Rogistry
‘ ril 2, 1984

....MEMORANDUM POR THE VICE PRESIDENT
) THE SECRETARY OF STATE
. =% . THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
R THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

IO _PHE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THE REPRESENTATIVE TO THJ UNITED NATIONS
THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
THE DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT

AGENCY

. SUBJECT: U.S. Initiative to Ban Chemical Weapons (U)

The attached Natiomal Security Decision Dirxective reflects the
‘President's decision to put forward durfng the current session
f the Geneva Conference on Disarmament a draft treaty for a
omprehquswe. worldws.de. han on cheuu.ca}; weapons. (S)

E‘OR THE PRE'SIDENT

'/ Attachmgnt:; NSDD 136
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" National Secusity Dacisdon
Ddrective Num 136

US INITIATIVE TO BAN CHEMIQAL WEAPONS (U}

. -~ After consultations with the Rational Sgrurity Council, I have

" Fdecided that the United States Government shall put forward in

I~ the Geneva Conference on Disarmament {CI) before it recesses

! april 28 a draft treaty for a comprehengive, worldwide ban on

i - chemical weapons {CW}. Concurrently, the US Delegation shall
‘propose to the Soviet Union complementayy bilateral discussions,

- i-less formal than those conducted in 1977-80, to work out special
. bilateral arrangements to enhance the chances of Soviet compliance

.,with a multilateral treaty. Before signing a multilateral CW

“treaty, implementation pf verification procedures, ant agresement

between the US and the USSR on the accuyacy and completeness of

the regyired declaratioms of stockpiles and facilities is

. essentigl. (S)

verification of a chemical weapons ban yemains a challenging

" task re%uixing that we develop, present and negotiate the most

- effective monitoring and enforcement parkages possible. This

L U must be a continuing pIOCESS. 7o achieve 2 chemical weapans ban
“+  that woyld advance the national security interests of the United
States, we will have to take the lead ip promoting bold, sound

- verification procedures. For that reasen, 1 have decided that

" we should be willing to take the initiagive by proposing an

. - anywhere-anytime challenge inspection regime for all military or

I government owned or controlled facilities. The purpose of this

measure is to enhance deterrence by crepting a greater risk

that violations will be detected and exwosed, and in the event of

~.a violation to provide the evidence necgssary for an appropriate
“'respons¢. To implement such a provisiop will require the

- developmeny of security measures which minimize risk to sensitive

. . facilitjes not related to chemical weappns. Agreement on such an

approach could prove to be a major step in both arms control and

.. econfidence~building. (S)

— Bvery effort must be made to prevent ang deter the development,
_despite a (W ban, of a covert weapons cppability and to insure
"that the threat from any such violation is minimized by

~ maintaining a strong overall U.S. and alliance defense posture
_and by developing necessary countermeasjres or responses to
iolatipns of all kinds. Sustaining a strong deterrent and

““$afeguayds. regime is important both befpre and after conclusion

ZZof an agreement. (S)
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«...To ephance the prospects for successful negotiation , the United
't Y States will continpe to pursue 23 2 higy priority the current
?‘Z;prcgram.ﬁar‘madernizinq the US short and long range chemical
i .. weapon retalistory capability. Until the threat oagsed by chemical
weapons is effectively eliminated by trgaty, the United States
must maiptain a modern and credible detgrrent. The impcrtance
of such g deterrent and of seeking the most effective pessible
verificarion and enforcement provisions has been illustrated by
‘the use in several parts of the world of prohibited chezical and
biological weapons. An integral part of cur effort to rid the
- world effectively of this threat must include the continued
. . condemnation of the use of chemical weagons wherever such use
'~ occurs. We must continpe to seek to styengthen international
¢+ pracedursws for investigeting suspected use of chemical or taxin
v weapons. (S}

i Success in our endeavor will require clgse consultation and
* coordination with the Congress, with cuy allies, and with other
e natione and organizatioms. An active pyblic diplomacy effort
4w should be implemented to explain and gain support for cur proposed
 CW treaty and for the continued medernigatian pregram. (S}

C 7o implement this Airective, the Chemicypl and Biclogical Wexpons
- {CBW} Rams Tontrol Interdepartmental Gryup 1I6) shall:s

;”‘1) Prepare a draft treaty for presentjtion to allies for
o consultation, ‘

. {2) Develcp and begin implementation of a comprehensive strategy
for public diplomacy, allied consujtation, and congressional
coaperation designed to strengthen our chances for successful
negotiation of a CW treaty which pycmotes the secuxity
interests of the Dnited States and its allies.

{3} bpevelop as an ongoing process a program to further improve
the verifiability of the proposed prohibition on chemical
wezpons under negotiation.

- {4) Develop a program of measures and gafequards, wmilitary and
e diglomatic, designed to achieve an spvironment whexrein the
o rigks associated with the possible existence of 3 covert C¥
- capability, and the incentive to cyeate cne, aXxe reduced Lo

thg lowest possible level.
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’ in: ’ iate security
5 pevelop a program to insure that appropriate e
3] meaburts are examined which could #;nzmzze r1§k to sensitive
noneCW related facilities in the face of possible challenge
inspections on short notice.

i  {6} Examine whether or not limitations on chemical defenss

B equipment, training, Iozces, eic. wopid gnha&se T iafxa§t
frop our security in an arms control regime banning chemical
weapons.

(7} Devplop a strategy which makes clear the lapart
ouerﬂpnodeznizatiqn program to deterrence and tao qur

iati i i hat program
negptiations and insures continuat;aq of t 2
unggl such time as these weapons are effectively banned.
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